Midwives, labour induction and the Wooden Spoon award Part 2.
Rates of labour induction without clear medical indication have risen exponentially. This trend has not been without consequence of increased perinatal mortality and morbidity. Midwives must understand the importance of educating pregnant women and other obstetrical providers, about the risks associated with labour induction. Maternal-child health policy that minimises unnecessary interventions is urgently needed and prevention strategies are described in the second part of this article. Midwives are challenged to consider their role in reducing unnecessary labour inductions in a rapidly changing birth culture reflecting high intervention.